
SI460 Computer Graphics         Social and Ethical Issues in Computing 

 

Assigned: Tuesday 01 April 

 

From the course Policy: "A short paper and presentation on social issues with respect 

  to computer graphics is also required to pass the course." 
 

1. Paper due in class, Tuesday 10 April (no exceptions, no late submissions): 
 

Consider the social and ethical issues involved with our increasing ability to produce computer 

generated images (CGI) that cannot be distinguished from what is real. For example, think about 

issues that would be raised by an ability to produce such images in real time. Reflect on the 

pervasiveness of CGI in the modern world - in advertising, politics, education,  … 
 

You are to submit a paper advocating FOR the use of CGI in the area listed below: 

  

 Almond  - Politics and Government    

 Hartley - Law Enforcement and the Legal Profession   

 Shields  - Advertising      
 

You are to submit a paper advocating AGAINST the use of CGI in the area listed below: 
 

 Fujimoto  - Politics and Government    

 Morse  - Law Enforcement and the Legal Profession   

 Ferguson  - Advertising    
 

You are to submit a paper advocating FOR or AGAINST the use of CGI in the area listed 

below: 

 Collinsminkel   - Medicine 
 

The paper must be a minimum of three (3) typed, double spaced pages in length, not counting 

cover sheet, end notes or list of citations, using 12-point Times New Roman font. Do not use 

footnotes: use end notes (if any). You may use ANY source, as long as it is cited. 
 

Amplifying the course policy: your paper must be SATISFACTORY to pass the course. 

Satisfactory does not mean just handing something in. Your discussion must reflect 

thoughtfulness, reason, and effectively communicate your ideas. 
 

On separate sheets attached to your paper, (a) state two points you will be arguing in your 

presentation, and (b) provide a set of "talking points" (see below). These sheets do not count 

towards the paper's 3-page minimum. 
 

2. Presentation to be done Tuesday 22 April (no exceptions, no excusals): 
 

Choose two points from your paper and argue in support, in a 5-6 minute speech. Your argument 

must be supported by visual illustrations (PowerPoint? a poster? video? something from a 

magazine?). Do not exceed 6 minutes - but be prepared to speak intelligently for at least 5 

minutes. 

 

Provide each member of the audience a set of "talking points" succinctly summarizing the 

arguments made in your paper. 


